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23 October, 2020 

 

Dear All, 

 

Well, that was an eventful 7 weeks of children being in our schools and learning! 

Something 7 weeks ago we wondered would ever happen. Something that And 

every day we have wondered whether children would be back the next day. 

 

2 Ofsted interim inspections, 1 Health and Safety Executive Site visit, numerous 

conversations with angry parents; many hours of sitting on the telephone to the DfE 

helpline to then be asked “which county is Devon in?”; continuing to develop 

learning remote technology; adapting to being able to conduct effective meetings 

and staff development using a what-seems-to-be constantly changing Teams 

platform; reassuring, sanitising, mask wearing and social distancing. Repeat to fade. 

Is it any wonder that at this traditionally hardest of all terms most of us are a little 

weary. 

 

It is, without doubt, been an incredibly difficult time for those working in schools (on 

what some commentators are referring to as the ‘front line’) and for those working to 

support those in schools. As a number of support staff have said to me, who will be in 

work next week, I think we are all looking forward to a break from having children in 

school.  And it is important that as classroom based staff go for a half-term break 

(which I know you will spend a lot of time planning and assessing and getting ready 

for the next 7 weeks) that we remember our colleagues who will continue to work 

during this time, helping to make sure things run as smoothly as possible once the 

children return. 

 

This week’s comedy picture comes not from the Far Side but courtesy of the Early 

Years at Blackawton.  These mud trolls are made from grass seeds, old tights and, 

yes, mud.  Something about the way they looked reminded me of how I felt, and 

how I am sure many of us feel, at the end of this momentous, but hugely successful, 

7 weeks... 

 

Whether you are having a half-term break or otherwise please do take time for 

yourself to reflect on the massive achievements you have made during the last half-

term, and the outstanding support you have provided to our children and our 

colleagues. 

 

With best wishes,  

 

 
Matthew 
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