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25 September,2020 

 

Dear All, 

 

Another week gone by and by my calculations something like 7000 learning sessions 

have taken place since the start of term; about 1000 masks handed out to children 

and countless bottles of hand sanitiser accessed across ESW schools.  The number of 

conversations and phone calls with parents, carers, suppliers etc that have taken 

place in an effort to ensure that families are supported, children understand 

expectations and schools are able to function are impressive.  Once again all I can 

do is express thanks for all that every member of staff is doing. I have also been 

asked to pass on the thanks and gratitude of the members and trustees and 

governing bodies for all you are doing. As one stated “it is amazing what our schools 

are doing”. 

 

 

If we have learned anything from lockdown, it is that children need school a great 

deal – some have come back delighted to be with their friends and learning with 

their teachers once again. For others the return has not been so smooth. Most of us 

came to working in and for schools because we wanted to make things better for 

young people - to give them the kind of chance we did or didn’t have in life. This 

‘purpose’ is what we all need to hold onto at the moment as we continue to 

weather this storm. The phrase ‘people drives purpose’ has never been more apt. 

Continue to support your colleagues, continue to seek support from others and 

continue to look out for one another and we will drive our purpose in continuing to 

make things better for the young people and communities we serve.  

 
Have a restful weekend,  

 

Matthew Shanks 

Chief Executive Officer 

 

 


